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The Extensive Reading Program and its Effects

on the School Libraries: As t he 0Zero Staged of

FUJII Kazuma

Abstract

It is often pointed out that one of the most important factors leading to a successful
extensive reading (ER) program lies in whether a good environment for ER can be
provided. To construct t he good ER environment is thus very crucia | in both
implementing the ER program and making it an effective one and it seems plausible to
assume that t he school libraries play the central role. Enough researches, however,
have not been done concerning how the ER environment can be developed in scho ol
libraries and what influence can be observed after the ER  environment is constructed.
These studies will be informative for both teachers and librarians who consider
introducing the ER environment at a library . They will also ¢ ontribute to a more
effective ER program ; the more the ER environment spread s and becomes common, the
more easily the learners can get English books that are  just suitable for them, which
support s their long -term ER as well. These premise studies are defined in this paper as
the 0 z er o s tdy whedkasdhe studies regard ing the effects of the ER program on,
for instance, the i mprovement of | earners?d
definedas t he opl us st aThs @aperesscatagorizédeas one of the zero
stage researches, as it deals with the two cases where an ER environment was
constructed in the two different Kosen ( college of technology) libraries for two years. In
both cases, the ER classes were conducted within the class hour atthe school libraries.
This study discusses what effects on the libraries were observed through these two ER
programs in terms of the changes in the number of lending ER books and
language -related books. In addition, the possibility of the regional contribution that

libraries ¢ an make is also discussed.

Keywords: extensive reading, school library , college of technology, regional

contribution
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e. DPIiNaeF* Ao T - %1
- 1
An Extensive Reading Curriculum
at a Faculty of Global Communication in a Private University

KANEKO Atsuko
o, DPinaF* pod- T

Abstract

This report describes an extensive reading curriculum at a Faculty of Global
Communication (major in English, Chinese/Japanese) of a private university in Tokyo.
The extensive reading program, which was started in one class, was extended to all
freshmen a nd sophomore classrooms in 6 years. The report suggests a way to develop a
department -wide guideline and also an example of how to work effectively with the

university library to support all classes effectively securing autonomy.

Keywords : university, cu rriculum, extensive reading
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"oz - - %t
Extensive Reading Fulfillment in Low  Beginner University Students

RACHI Emiko

Abstract

This report deals with how low beginner university students acquire fulfil Iment in
extensive reading. At Tokoha University, first -year students are divided into four
classes according to their level of English proficiency. They participate in extensive
reading both inside and outside of class and are encouraged to read extensively by
checking out books at the library and Foreign Language Student Support Center
(FLSSC). While high beginners and low intermediate students usually show academic
improvement within a year or so, low beginners do not often exhibit rapid progress
within the s ame period. Despite this fact, many of these students seem to really enjoy
extensive reading and gain some confidence in themselves as learners of English.
This report tries to clarify how low beginners conceive of extensive reading as a
method of English learning, and explores their sense of achievement in extensive
reading. Nine students who read more than 500,000 words in their first year of study
were asked to complete narrative frames, which were analyzed by a modified grounded
theory approach, as pro posed by Kinoshita(1999,2003). Results indicate that extensive
reading help s low beginners become more autonomous learners and also helps them
gain positive attitudes toward their school lives and academic identities. This report
concludes that if teachers continue to support students and try to create a better
library for extensive reading, students will make steady progress to become successful
learners of English. Tokoha University is working to construct a program that allows
students to maximize their English proficiency during their four years of academic

study.

Keywords : Extensive reading, low beginners , sense of achievement, Foreign
Language Student Support Center(FLSSC)
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< 1 — ( ' or 1
Extensive Reading and English Improvement on
University Repeating Students

AKAO Miwa

Abstract

This report describes extensive reading implemented in University repeating class.
Extensive reading means not reading many books at random but reading as many
books as they can at a level they feel comfortable with based on the Start wit h Simple
Stories (SSS) method. According to one of three guidelines such as ORead with 70 90%
understanding 6, reading many easier books has greater im pact than many diff icult
ones. The author chose ten students whose EPER test score went down and up
drastically, and researched the factor in the result: what kind of books and how many
words they read. Consequently, it was found that the students whose  score went up
have in common. They focused on reading easy books and certain series. Whereas, the
students whose score went down read more difficult books compared to their E  nglish

competence.

Keywords: extensive reading, repeating students, EPER (Edinburgh Project on

Extensi ve Reading) test, YL ( Yomiyasusa Level) 1
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