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Dear JERA members,

We will never forget the wonderful time we both experienced and enjoyed in Japan
in June 2013. Our flights and the subsequent hospitality at the seminars in Tokyo and
Kobe, so generously funded by JERA , made our visit not only extremely comfortable, but
the enthusiastic and gracious reception we received from the Associations 6members was
something we will never forget. It is almost impossible to express our thanks in words
for the kindness we were shown by everyone. It was second to none.

We have tried to communicate a little of the flavour of our visit at our subsequent
meetings at OUP and we hope we have done justice to the wonderful spirit of goodwill
that we were shown fi but only we really know how our time with the JERA members felt!
We came away feeling that we had made many friends in Japan

To all JERA members, we thank you for everything fi your hospitality, kindness,
good humour and warmth. We had a wonderful time and the memories of our visit that
will stay with us forever.

You will be pleased to hear that our visit has inspired a Biff, Chip and Kipper story
call edagHoIni d a pRolbinsan (Md in the books) has to go on a business trip to
Tokyo and Gran (Mum & mother) offers to pay for the whole family to go with him . They
spend time in Tokyo where they have had a few adventures (including getting lost) and
then t hey take the Bullet Train to Kyoto where they visit Kinkaku -ji to see the Golden
Pavilion.

As you can imagine, Alex has had to do a lot of work as there are some busy,
complicated and challenging illustrations, but we hope our book will convey the
enjoyment and excitement we both felt on our visit last June. It will be published next
January.

While we are not able to indicate this on the book, we would like to dedicate it to all
the friends we made in Japan during our visit including the all the enthusiast ic and

dedicated JERA members who helped make our visit so memorable.

With very best wishes,
Rod & Alex
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Exploring the Secrets of the Popularity of L1 Picture Books as
Extensive Reading Material

% Fe OTSUKI Kyoko
TAKASE Atsuko

Abstract

It is reported that students in repeater courses increased their English proficiency by
reading numerous Levelled Readers (LR), such as the Oxford Reading Tree (ORT)
series (Takase & Otsuki, 2011). The stud ents in the remedial courses who did not enjoy
studying English with government -approved textbooks at secondary school found LR
interesting, which led to the improvement of their English ability. In this light, the
purpose of this paper is twofold. First, a description is given of the introduction of
particular grammatical features and distribution of vocabulary in these two types of
material. Based on the analysis of cohesive patterns, it is observed that the ORT,
owing to the frequent use of extralinguist ic referents, encourages more learner
commitment to the story, while in the government -approved textbooks, learners are
confined to being observers of what characters are doing in the text. Moreover, the
ORT contains more headwords and total number of word s than textbooks. Additionally,
the frequency of particular words in the ORT is 2.6 times higher than in
government -approved textbooks. Second, the results of a questionnaire targeting
middle and high school students are shown. The number of students who | ike the ORT
is larger than that of those who like government -approved textbooks. It seems that
many students are enchanted by not only the delightful plots but also the illustrations

in the ORT, whereas in government -approved textbooks, students appreciate the
easiness of English and usefulness of the exercises. It is concluded that the use of both
approved textbooks and LR would lead to learning not only structural rules but also
enhancing working knowledge of English.

Keywords: Extensive reading, Levell ed Readers, textbooks approved by MEXT (the

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology), cohesion,
extralinguistic, vocabulary
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. beginner levels of LR are easy to read for students at the lowest English level
. bigger font sizes are used compared to those in GR or school textbooks
. stories are simple, thus, easy to comprehend
. it is not time -consuming to finish a whole book
. pictures and illustrations help learners understand the story
. pictures an d illustrations teach learners different cultures
. stories, classic tales, in particular, are familiar to learners as they read them in
Japanese when they were little
. LR are easy enough for any learners to concentrate in reading.
(Takase, 2009b, p.453)
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The concept of cohesion is a semantic one; it refers to relations of meaning
that exist within the text, and that define it as a tex t.

Cohesion occurs where the INTERPRETATION of some element in the
discourse is dependent on that of another. The one PRESUPPOSES the other, in
the sense that it cannot be effectively decoded except by recourse to it. When
this happens, a relation of coh esion is set up, and the two elements, the
presupposing and the presupposed, are thereby at least potentially integrated

into a text.
(Halliday & Hasan, 1976, p.4 / —=39)
2|/ 4 - 4d—-—vceosz>2—|er cohesion | td=™|oxe
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™ % Noj © 8 referent & A - Loy 4L
1 L oy
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(1) Ms Brown: This is a nice picture.
Is it a hawk?

Ken: No, it is not. It is an owl.
Ms Brown: It is beautiful. Is that a fox?
Ken: Yes, it is. It is from Hokkaido. (New Crown 1, p.25)

(2) Ms Brown: What is this ?

Kumi: Itdés a wor d.
Ms Brown: Oh.Iti sndét a pictur e.
Kumi: Right. 1 _®& & kanji. Warau.
Itd6s an Engl i ditiswdsdni §t @0 &
Ms Brown: Lovely. (New Crown 1, p.27)
(3) Paul: That is Meiling. She is a good table tennis player.
Ms Brown: Is she your friend?
Paul: Yes, she is.
Ms Brown: Is that man a teacher?
Paul: No. He is not a teacher. He is a coach. (New Crown 1, p.29)
this, that % A hawk, fox — = ™= | # 8/ <= agoodtable tennis player
| # t 4 = ™{ ° This/that # v L—, L referent r
o= - #| itz 14 | he, | shez ¢4 {<™eioi—
- % %y =™{|fewe v @ < =] - =04 n |
2 td{=s™er g = ™] % t =™ n 2012 #
=V |fers 11 2L | =-— Ly — 2 s} - e <
- = TM_" 9
#| ORT# | 1 — — referential chain | > — |fe - n t 4 =
™| oxe %o —(4)(5)| this — AL — itz o= ™{ # N>
(4) Come and look at this .
Come and look at this..
Is it a big monster?
Come and look at this.
Is it a big dinosaur?
Come and look at this.
Is it a big giant?
No. It is Dad. (ORT 1+, Big Feet)
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(5) Kipper wanted a dog.
Everyone wanted a dog.
They went to the dogsd home.
They looked at the dogs.
Kipper wanted this dog.
It was too big.
Biff wanted this dog.
It was too little.
Mum wanted this dog.
It was too strong.
Everyone liked this dog.
They took the dog home. (ORT 2, New Dog)
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the referent of certain kinds of expression is determined in relation to features
of the utterance -act: the time, the place, and the participants, i.e. those with the
role of speaker or addressee.

(Huddleston and Pullum, 2002, p. 1451)

This | | — deixis < td v ol extralinguistic  —s Yo
L =™ 2 =V |ersORT—v« @) # | ~ =8| — this dog,
this < ™[ v deictic expression — % |4 —1<s0%f|

<-=81—|eo deixis — L L{i<z2o0e¥d 00—
i < 1 L8 % A fiv-@i % o20f=m™]>

3V e 2 =V |er < ORT # | cohesion 4 DX |

— - ™¥% kv e < ORT £ | v« @) —
extralinguistic referent - ™ - BNf VO | —we @) — —

- = ™M= - A v ks zle 8 deixis — L =4 e
Fillmore (1966) | deixis & speaker < audience — — %l —|er e= ™

i

the name given to those aspects of langu age whose interpretation is relative to
the occasion of utterance: to the time of utterance, and to times before and after
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to the identity of the speaker and the intended a udience.
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1 'l GTEC® —¢D A%
Effects of Extensive Reading at a Public Secondary School
A From Data of GTEC and Shinken Mock Tests

WATANABE Masatoshi

Abstract

This is an interim report on the first extensive reading for students as well as for
teachers, conducted at a prefectural secondary school in Niigata. One of the five
classes of Englishn each week was assigned for this purpose for four months and
students spent 15 hours on extensive reading in total. The  subjects were fifth graders
at a secondary school. The result from the post -study questionnaire indicates that
many of the students read English with less stress, and other data show that it seemed
that extensive reading enhanced English reading fluency of academically highly
developed students. In this report we will discuss the effect of extensive reading based
on the results of GTEC, an English test developed by Benesse Corporation, in which
testees have to read a lot of English articles in a limited time and grasp the outline or
contents. We will discuss th e problems found in the post -study questionnaire. In
addition, we will talk a little about the relation between extensive reading and
intensive reading on the basis of the results from mock tests.

Key words: prefectural secondary school, extensive reading, GTEC for
STUDENTS , Shinken mock test, guidance for entrance examinations
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